
 

create space for Indigenous and non-
Indiegnous students to exchange
knowledge about bison 
host Elders/Knowledge Keepers to
teach students about cultural
significance, stories and history of
bison to the Îyarhe Nakoda 
teach students the connection of bison
to ecosystem health and Indigenous
cultures
make positive steps towards Truth &
Reconciliation 

acknowledge oral traditions, narratives
and stories as valid sources of
knowledge about the land and diverse
Indigenous cultures and history (Social
Studies, 5.2.1)
recognize how an understanding of
Canadian history and the stories of its
peoples contributes to their sense of
identity (Social Studies, 5.2.1)
learned the names and interests of
students from different Indigenous and
non-Indigenous communities
understand the importance of the
bison reintroduction for ecosystem and
Indigenous cultural health
understand bison as a keystone species 
demonstrate an understanding of the
significance of bison to Îyarhe Nakoda
culture

GRADE 5

OBJECTIVES
This project aimed to:  

OUTCOMES
As a result of the project, students ... 
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5 participating classes in cross-cultural sharing
day (7 classes received in-class sessions) from
Banff, Canmore, Exshaw and Mînî Thnî 
12 in-class sessions in March 
2 cross-cultural sharing days (May 9 & 11) 
7 Îyarhe Nakoda Elders and Knowledge Keepers
involved in translating materials and presenting
to students
64 student participants at Star 6 Ranch
80 student participants for in-class sessions
11 teachers involved in project 

"I learned the Stoney words, ‘tatâga’, ‘Âba
Wathtech’ and ‘Îsnîyes’", student, Banff
Elementary
"We got to run in the forest and go through the
bushes and try not to get caught like a buffalo
escaping a wolf," student, Nakoda Elementary 
"It was exciting! We learned lots of new things
and we got to try buffalo stew. And talk to people
that we didn't know. Also, listening to the Elder's
story about the child who was raised by the
buffalo was nice," student, Lawrence Grassi 
"The students have been so wonderful. They
learn, they listen, they ask questions,"
Phillomene Stevens, Elder
"sharing art supplies seemed to spark
conversations between students. The students
seemed very proud of their bison presentations
and culture," teacher, Lawrence Grassi 

OVERVIEW
Through a series of in-class visits and a culminating
field day at Star 6 Ranch, students learned about the
history of the bison as well as the cultural and
ecological significance. With a two-eyed seeing
approach, students learned both the Western
science and Indigenous cultural significance of
bison. 

BY THE NUMBERS 

PARTICIPANT COMMENTS



Media Coverage
CBC News 

(May 12, 2023)
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/bison-field-
trip-bow-valley-students-1.6841732

Rocky Mountain Outlook
(May 18, 2023)

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/bison-field-trip-bow-valley-students-1.6841732
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